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What is an Extended Breed Standard ?

This Extended Breed Standard is designed to build on the concise description of the
breed given in the official Kennel Club breed standard.

Giving extra information on each part of the standd is a valuable means of training
judges. It augments the information already available on each part of the dog and is a
helpful tool in deepening understanding of what the ideal of the breed should look like.

The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Extende d Breed Standard

In this Extended Breed Standard (EBS) the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen is referred to as
the PBGV, although the Kennel Club preferred name is

Basset Griffon Vendéen (Petit).

The Grand Basset Griffon Vendéen (GBGV) is also mentionéids iSbecause at one time
the breed was simply

Basset Griffon Vendéen

with two sizes recognised within the breed It was only in the late 1970s that
interbreeding was banned in France, allowing complete separation of the Petit and
Grand.

Important features that differentiate the PBGV from the GBGV are referred to in this EBS.

This Extended Breed Standard has been prepared for use by
judges and anyone wishing to learn more about
conformation of the PBGV.

You are very welcome to use all of $1iEBS or extracts from it but,
under no circumstances may it besed,placed on the internet or
reproduced in any other way without written permission frorand
acknowledgement to
LindaWinchesterSkerritt ¢ monkhams@aol.com.

www.bgvcommunity.co.uk




Breed Histor y
French hounds evolved into their present day form to fit the needs of their particular
geographic area. The dense, thorny, vegetation and rocky region of the Vendée made
hunting difficult. Leading into the 18 century, a hardy dog was neededone with

physical and mental stamina, whose coat would resist the brambles and thorns. Several
rough-coated hounds were developed specifically for hunting in this difficult terrain. The
larger ones were:

the Grand Griffon Vendéen the Briquet Griffon Vendéen
(60-68cm / 23.526.5ins) (4855cm / 1921.5ins)
Deer and boar hunting had long been the sport of kings and noblemen, who could afford
to ride on horseback using these large, swift, powerful houndsThose not as wealthy
followed smaller game on foot and for this they needed a slower hourdnd the most
practical way to restrict speed was to shorten length of leg.
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for this purpose.

Basset Griffon Vendéen (BGV)

The Basset Griffon Vendéen was around 38cm, with a long skull, a long and quite
heavy body and either straight or semirooked forelegs. By the early 20th century, two
types were recognised in France:

Grand Basset Griffon Vendéen Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen
(39-44cm/ 15%217%%in (34-38cm/ 13%215in)
GoAGK A0NFXAIKG fSEMZEA0 2FTiONRPAaiIBR KEH#AE
Both with aheighttolerance of 1cn® in) above or below.



The name Dézamy (also Desamy) become virtually synonymous with the breed as, over
three generations, this one family formed the Club du Griffon Vendéen, wrote the
definitive standards and continuously served as Club President from 29@til 1985. At
that time M Renaud Buche took over the Presidenggnd in 2010 he handed over to M
Christian Oustrieres

The mid20™ century standard for the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen pointed to a more
compact type, with features less exaggeratethan those of the Grand BassetFor the
first time, the PBGV had its own distinct identity and could be registered as a separate
breed. In 1972 the Presideslect of the Club du Griffon Vendéen, Hubert Desamy,
requested that interbreeding between the GV and the PBGV be stopped. However
only in 1977, when he became President, did he have the authoritgampletely ban the

- Following arrival of the breed in the
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not being entirely Petit Basset, as
some contained forebears identified
~as Grand Basset in them. Thus, for
some generations, litters sometimes
included PBGVs bearing Grand
, characteristicsz such as

1 longer muzzle

1 longer heavier ears
1 longer back
1 longer Imbs and
1 longer talil
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it is important to be aware of these significant differences between the GBGV and PBGV as
they still occasionally occur-and it is up to breeders ad judges to recognise these features
that do not form part of the PBGV breed standard.

Throughout thisExtendedBreed Standardior the PBGV comparisons
are therefore made with the GBGV to help the trainee judge appreci
the very important differences between the two breeds



The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen

Pronounced PuhOA A8 8 BaRBA U8 8Grex/El ET 8 8\voraddy-uhn

The descriptive French name gives an understanding of whaetPBGV should look like
and its origins.

Petit Small in comparison with the larger hound breedtisit with
strongbone in proportion to size.

Basset Bag A & C NI y-ikis Frduidl that ifl@ngto the
ground.

Griffon With a harsh protectivecoat.
Vendéen From the Vendée region of France, where the breed originated.

The Basset Hound and Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen share the word A Or(xifei®riame
-but they are very different.

Other than being low to the ground, thePBGV doesot resemble, the Basset Hound in
any other way.




THE BREED STANDARD

The boxed words in italics are the official UK breed standard.

Each clause is flowed by an extended description.

GENERAL APPEARANCE

i S R

Well balanced, short legged, rough coated, compact hound.

Alert outlook and lively bearing.

Well balanced)
compact )

Shortdegged

Roughcoated

Alert and lively

The body should display a harmonious, pleasing and balanced
outline.

This is not a large dog on shortened legs. It does not have
the heavier bone of the larger hound.

Over generations in France, by constant selection of shorter
legged dogs and breeding from these, a hound need for a
specific purpose was developed by design.

The whole dog has now been reduced in sizboth in bone
and in length-in a number of areas, including the length of
leg, without losing its substance in relation to size.

The coat should be harsh to the touch. The French suggest it
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This is an active hound, one that is always vigilant and ready
to act on command, especially when in the field.




CHARACTERI STICS

~
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The PBGV was bred to kan effective hunter, keen to follow medium size game such as
rabbit and hare but courageous enough to tackle boar. Even to this degnformation
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ploughing through brambles and thick undergrowth. He SSESES
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unnecessarily. Theound should be silent when notin & :
contact with the scent

Giving voice is reserved for when picking up the scent o
the quarry and with all forward progress on the trail. :
This purposeful giving tongue is how scenthounds keep F&25*
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TEMPERAMENT

Happy, extrovert, independent, yet willing to please

When first imported into the UK, the PBGV
was in recognition of his happy and outgoing
nature. One of his most endearing @lities is
his constantly wagging tail. His confidence is
| evident at all times by his sociabléemeanour,
willingness to please and high tail carriage.




HEAD AND SKULL

Head carried proudly. Skull of moderate length, slightly domed, not too wide,laviaen
viewed from above. Well cut away under eyes. Occiput moderately well developed.
clearly defined. Muzzle square, length from nose to stop slightly less than from stop
occiput. Underjaw strong and well developed. Nose black, large and pnemt, with
wide nostrils. Lips covered with long hair forming beard and moustache.

Head carried proudly

The PBGV is a hound that courses game by scent. To do this, he .~ J &
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At all other times, unles distracted by
lingering smells, his confident and happy
nature will be conveyed by a head held
proudly aloft when moving happily.

The skull is neither large nor too long as it is in
keeping with the compact body of the entire PBGV
It should be onlyslightlydomed and, when viewed
from above, it gives the appearance of an oval
shape

Comparison PBGV &l - slightly domed
GBGV headdomed

PBG\Wheadc slightly domed GBGVhead ¢ domed




Well cut away under eyes

The area under the eyes should be clean cut to
show the bone structure of the foreface. This doeg
not mean that the hair shou be stripped away,
giving a staring expression

Occiput moderatelywvell developed

The back point of the skull should be raised
not excessively so but sufficiently
prominent to be clearly felt.

Stop clearly defined

The frontal indentation
between the eyes-where
the nasatbone and skull
meet -should be clearly
defined.

Muzzle square

The muzzle has a square
appearance when viewed
from the front.




Length from nose to stop slightlessthan from stop to occiput

The length of the muzzle (distance from the point between the eyeshe stop -to the
end of the nose) should abays beslightly shorter than the length of the skull (distance

from the point between the eyes to occiput). It must not be too shortneither should it
be longer.

Comparison PBGV muzzle slightly storter (less)than from stop to occiput
GBGV muzzle noticeably longer than from stop to occiput

PBGV¢ shorter muzzle GBGV noticeably longer muzzle

Comparison PBGV muzzle Straight
GBGV muzzle Slightly roman

o< S Y

PBGV( straight muzzle GBGV ¢ muzzle slightlroman
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Underjaw strong and well developed

The underjaw should not be weak 5 Weak underjaw

Bear in mind that if the beard has been
incorrectly stripped away or there is no
good beard, this will give the underjaw a
weak appearance

Neither should weakness be disguised by
the hair of the beard

It should be possible to feel a good
strong underjaw uncer the beard.

V Strong underjaw

Nose black, large and prominent, with wide nostrils.
Lips covered with long hair forming beard and moustache.

The dominant feature of a scenthound is his sense of snfell hunting. Therefore the
external architecture of the nose plays an important part. It must be large, protruding
well and with big, open nostrils.

It should be solid black, ideally even in lemon/white or orange/white coated breeds.

0 A lighter colouredhose 0 A hutterfly nose
isunacceptable is unacceptable
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streaking of lighter pigmentation down the middle of the nose) should be recognised and
may be forgiven but this is not to be confused with the poor pigmentationf@ butterfly
nose.

Winter nose V The idealdrge black nose
and lips well covered wittong hair
forminga goodbeard and moustache

EYES

Large, dark and oval, showing no white, with a friendly, intelligent expression.
Haw not visible. Long eyebrowhair, standing forward, but not obscuring eyes

T
X

Eyes are reasonably large, dark and somewhat oval.

Eye colour in wild canids is generally light. For example|*
the wolf has eyes with pale irises, making its stare
unnerving to humans. This may be the reasary
standards invariably request a dark eye.

The PBGV standard calls for a friendly, intelligent
expression and the dark eye complements this.

The canine eye has evolved so that it has a third eyelid
also known as the haw or nictittng membrane. This
automatically moves up and down, sweeping the eye clean
on a regular basis. It should not be visible.

.~ The eyes are also surmounted by long, protective hair that
stands forwardz but not so profuse that the eye is not
visible.

12



EARS

Supple, narrow and fine, covered with long hair, folding inwards, ending in an oval shape
Not reaching beyond the tip of the nose. Set on low, just below the line of the eye.

This is not a heavy ear flap but narrow and
fine with inward curl, ending in an oval shape.

It is covered with hair that is longer than on
the rest of the body, as this serves to protect
the ear flap.

d Wide, fat ears _5 High ear set
are unacceptable isunaccceptable

The ear is set low, just below eye level. The flap (leather) should not reacyooel the
end of the muzzle. Some judges will pull the ear flap forwards to gauge length but, to the
trained eye, it can be seen easily whether or not the ear is the correct length.

13



Note: the ear éngth is measured to
the end of the leather,

not to the end of any excess
hair on thetip of the flap.

Comparison PBGV- Ears not reacing beyond the tip of the nose
GBGV - Earsreaching to just beyond the tip of the nog

PBG\L, Ears not reaching beyond tip of nose | GBG\, Ears reaching just beyond tip of nose|

MOUTH

Jaws strong with a perfect, regular and complete scissor bite,
ie upper teeth closelpverlapping lower teeth and set square to the jaws.

PBGVs have a medium length and width muzzle. The upper
incisors are located in front of the lower incisors when the
mouth is closed, with a smooth curve from tooth to tooth.

The jaws should be strong and upper teeth can be seen to
closely overlap the lower teeth.

When the upper and lower incisor teeth met each other edge to edge thiss actually an
expression of under bite. Such level (pincer) bite is unacceptable.
14



NECK

Long and strong, thicker at the base, well set into shoulders; without dewlap

The neck needs to be long, well muscled and sti@mo
allow the PBGYV to alter angle of head carriage with
ease when giving chase or when lowering his head to
follow the scent of a trail. A strong, upper neck flows
smoothlyinto the shoulders and line of the back.
There should be no sign of excess loose pendulous
skin under or down the length of the throat

FOREQUARTERS

Shoulders clean and well laid back. Upper arm approximately equal in length to the
shoulder. Elbows close to bodyrorearms straight when viewed from the front and well
boned inproportion to size. Pasterns strong and slightly sloping.

Knuckling over is unacceptable.

Shoulders clean and well laid bac

The forequarters should have well laid back shoulders. The forward reach of the front leg
should be approximately the angle of the shoulder blade, therefe the more laidback
the shoulder, the better the reach.

Animals built for speed, such as the cheetah, have upright shoulder blades. Those built
for endurance, such as wolves or hunting dogs that follow a trail, have well laid back
shoulders. Thisncreases reach and endurance. The dog with steep shoulders will lack
reach of stride and stamina and will bounce up and down at the withers.

Upper arm approximately equal in length to the shoulder blag

The shoulders blade and
upper arm should be
well angled.

The upper arm plays an
important role, as a
short upper arm reduces
effectiveness of front
support and forward
movement.

Equal length of shoulder blade and upper arm
bone, and balanced angulation between the two,
allows for good extension of the front legsThis
will give astrong forward-reaching stride, with
free movement.

1t



Elbows close to body,

the body.

loose.

Good front construction gives elbows set inlose to

They should be neither so close as to restrict
movement, norturned out from the body and

& Loose elbows suggest ¢
poorly constructed front

V Elbows close to
the body

Pasterns strong and slightly sloping

The forequarters should be well bong
but not heavy. Being suitably strong,
they will complement the size of the
body.

This is not a low slung breed needing a
crooked or half crooked front to support
a heavy, low chest. The forearms should
therefore be straight.

V Forearmsstraight and well
boned in proportion to size

The pastens should be strong and slightly sloping

The angle the pastern makes with the vertical should be about 20 degrees. A greater

slope indicates weak pasterns.

d Weak (down on) psterns

V Pasterns slightly slopin
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BODY

Back of medium length Length of body measured from point of should® point of buttock
exceeds height at withers at a ratio of approximately 7 : E&hest @ep with prominent sternum.
Ribs noderately rounded, well let down to elbow and extending well back. Level topline. Stro

short, well muscled loinsCroup wellmuscled and of good width.

The body should be somewhat longer than tall
when measured from the point of shoulders

to buttocks compared with height from

withers to ground.

A ratio of 7 : 5, which equates to the
historically researched and more well known
OAOI ET 1 E 8 @ $thé &defidted norm.

Strong, short muscled loins

A moderate length back complements the Howeverthe well muscled and strong
General Appearanadescription that this is a loin can give the appearance of a ver)
compact breed. There should be a pleasing slight rise in this area, especially wher
transition from strong withers into a level on the move.

topline that extends to the croup.

Chest deep with prominent sternun

The chest is not too wide but rather
Although unexaggerated, a prominent

breastbone should be felt on examination
under the coat.

17



Ribs noderately rounded, well ledown to elbow and extending well back

The ribcage should reach the level of the elbow. The ribs are vegitung, neither barrel
shaped nor slaksided, and should extend well back to protect the vital organs whilst
working in harsh conditions. A pronounced tuelp is undesirableand uncharacteristic of
the breed.

Croup well muscled andf good width

The croup or rumpthe back from the front of the pelvis
to root of the tail, is well muscled It should look quite wide
when viewed from the top.

BODY PROPORTIOI

0 Too squareand high on leglacking body 0 Too square and heavy all through

d Too long in body, not enough length of leg V Correct body length andbalance

Comparison PBGV- Shortlegged, compact body
GBGV - Medium height, back of good length

gp_‘-'h—

PBG\, shorter leg, shorter back GBG\ relatively longer leg, longer back

18



HINDQUARTERS

Strong and muscular with good bend stifle. Well defined second thigh.
Hocks well let down and turning neither in nor out.

The PBGV needs muscular hindquarters to propel itself powerfully. It is the contraction
and relaxation of these muscles that gives mechanical movement to the sial system,
allowing the PBGV to walk and run freelLike the forelegs, the hind legs are well boned,
though not too heavy to make the PBGV look unbalanced.

Fp T T
v - ! - . " Bones of the Stifle Joint

The stifle (or knee) joint
is made up of four
bones, which are
connected by muscles,
ligaments, and tendons

Patella

Angulation of stifle is important. Too much or too
little bend of stifle (that is, straight) and the PBGV
cannot move correctly. Adequate rear angulation
allows good drive and true movement

The hocks should be short and vén, viewed from
behind, turning neither in nor out and quite wide
apart, in keeping with the croup

that is of good width.

Comparison PBGV- Good bend of stifle
GBGV - Moderate bend of stifle

PBG\, Good bend of stifle GBG\, Moderate bend ofstifle
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FEET

Hard, tight padded, not too long.Nails strong and short

The feet are neither too large nor too long but slightly rounded
~and tight with tough, hard pads designed to protect the hunter
going through harsh undergrowth.

Flat, splayed feet would not withstand such difficult conditions.
As with other parts of the body, good pigmentation of the pads
is desirable, though not called for in the standdr

0 Feet
too large

0 Flat,
splayed feet

TAIL

Of medium length, reaching no further than the hock when lowered. Set on high, thick at the b
tapering gradually, well furnished with hair. Carried proudly saHike when moving.

A good indication of correct, short
tail isto hold it up, slightly curved,
and the tip should be just about
level with the skull. Alternatively,
when held downwards, the tip
should reach approximately hock
level. Excess hair on the end will
make the tail look longer

The tail is set high flowing through from the back line
-thick and strong at the base, tapering towards the tip
and well furnished with harsh hair.

When moving, it is carried gaily like a slightly curved
sword. With the head to the left, tail carriage is ideally

0 Low tail carriage V Tail carried proudly

20
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Comparison PBGV- Tailreaching no further than the hock when lowered
GBGV- Tail ather long

PBG\, tail not reaching past GBG\t tail rather long
hockjoint when lowered

GAIT / MOVEMENT

Free at all paces, withgpd drive. Front action straight and
reaching well forward; hocks turning neither in nor out.

Everybreed of dog tries to move forward with the least amount beffort. Effortless and
efficient movement is good movement and anything that detracts from this may well be a
result of poor structure.

Soundmovement in
the PBG\is
demonstrated by
good, straight reach
in front and good
drive from behind.

Thethighs should be well musclegwith sufficient width to match
the forequarters; and adequaterear angulationto facilitate the
good drive and true movement.

Stiff hocks and stifles prevent the hound from doing the job for
which it was bred. Adequateangulation at the hock jointwill give
plenty of flexability in this are, enabling effortless forward
propulsion of the whole body

To summarise, the PBGV uses its powerful hindquarters to move
freely and effortlessly. Like the forelegs, the hind legs aneell
boned - but not unduly so. They should be in balanced harmony
xEOE OEA 0"'660 Al AU
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